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‘International Relations (IR)’ is an important part of the General Studies 

paper of the UPSC Mains examination. Every year, a considerable number of 

questions are asked from the IR segment. In addition, the IR segment is heavily 

reliant on the current events. Therefore, a thorough understanding of current 

events is extremely important to tackle the IR segment of the Mains 

Examination.    

The lack of any formal resource for IR makes the preparation of this segment 

challenging. Therefore, to assist your preparation for the IR segment we have 

prepared a compilation of important articles that have appeared in 

newspapers (mainly The Hindu) over the last year (i.e. 2018-19). 

Going through these articles would give you an idea of the contemporary issues 

that have been in news. Not only that, a thorough reading of these articles would 

help you arrange your answers effectively so that you get more marks.  

Countries which have been a major part of India’s foreign policy 

have been given more importance in this document. For example, 

countries like USA, Pakistan, Afghanistan, Russia, China etc. which have had 



 

 

major foreign policy interactions with India have been given more importance. 

Articles for specific issues (e.g. GSP with USA; Taliban in relation of 

Afghanistan) have also been included in the document.  The list for these 

countries includes: 

• Sri Lanka 

• USA 

• China 

• Afghanistan 

• Russia 

• Pakistan 

• United Kingdom 

• Japan 

• Saudi Arabia 

Considering that UPSC loves to throw surprises, articles in relation to countries 

which have been an important part of India’s foreign policy (but not as 

important as countries like USA, China etc.) have also been included. These 

include Egypt, Argentina, Fiji etc.       

Also, articles in relation to other important aspect of IR like the 

neighbourhood first policy, Act East policy, India’s role in West 

Asia have also been included along with some miscellaneous articles 

which shall prove to be important for value addition.   

Important Disclaimer: This document is to be used as a supplementary 

material and not a standalone material for the preparation of 

‘International Relations’ segments of UPSC Mains’19 preparation.  

POINT IAS neither claims any ownership, intellectual or otherwise, of the 

contents of the following articles nor does intend to violate the ownership 

rights of the authors. POINT IAS has provided the countrywise/topicwise 

compilation of these articles for the ease of the readers.  

The contents of this document are being provided on an ‘as is’ basis. All the terms & conditions and privacy 

policy as available on www.pointias.com shall be applicable. Any portion/full of this compilation 

document shall be reproduced without the written consent of the authors of this compilation document.  
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1. Sri Lanka –  

• https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/india-built-houses-

handed-over-to-sri-lanka-estate-workers/article26358248.ece  

• https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/india-not-involved-

palaly-airport-project-says-minister/article24988374.ece 

• Get the full document for more articles. 

2. United States of America –  

• https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/on-5g-and-data-india-

stands-with-developing-world-not-us-japan-at-

g20/article28207169.ece  

• https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/walking-a-diplomatic-

tightrope/article28118994.ece  

• Get the full document for more articles.   

3. Afghanistan –  

• https://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/kabul-seeks-

support-for-peace/article24981732.ece 

• https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/lead/seeking-a-managed-

exit/article25010407.ece  

• https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/uzbek-president-to-invite-

india-to-join-afghan-rail-project/article25061216.ece   

• Get the full document for more articles.   

4. Pakistan –  

• https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/lead/cutting-through-the-white-

noise/article25051404.ece   

• https://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/within-the-

ambit-of-humanity/article25421367.ece   

• https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/interview/pakistan-is-likely-to-

continue-its-state-of-stable-instability/article25487975.ece   

• Get the full document for more articles.  
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5. Maldives –  

• https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/interview/our-natural-partners-

are-countries-like-india-says-maldives-former-president-mohamed-

nasheed/article25031118.ece   

• https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/a-change-in-the-

maldives/article25041768.ece    

• https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/maldives-new-

president-promises-to-reset-india-ties/article25527839.ece 

• Get the full document for more articles.  

6. United Kingdom –  

• https://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-international/indians-to-

be-hit-by-uk-immigration-plan/article25106942.ece 

• https://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/whither-

inclusiveness/article25197014.ece   

• Get the full document for more articles.   

7. Russia –    

• https://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/oldest-

friends/article25152222.ece 

• https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/lead/salvaging-a-strategic-

partnership/article25172539.ece   

• Get the full document for more articles. 

8. Japan –  

• https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/teaming-up-with-

tokyo/article25183588.ece   

• https://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/touching-

base/article22831526.ece   

• Get the full document for more articles. 
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